
 
  

Songs of Comfort 
Nov. 1, 2020 

Justin Hopkins, bass-baritone 
Jeanne-Minette Cilliers, pianist 

 

Whim Wham (1949)                                              Florence Price 
(1887-1953) 

 

purchase score: https://www.wisemusicclassical.com/work/60962/Whim-Wham--Florence-Price/ 

 
The Heart of a Woman (1941)                                          Price 

 

purchase score: https://www.wisemusicclassical.com/work/60453/The-Heart-of-a-Woman--Florence-Price/ 
 

Text by Georgia Douglas Johnson 
 

The heart of a woman goes forth with the dawn, 
As a lone bird, soft winging, so restlessly on, 
Afar o’er life’s turrets and vales does it roam 

In the wake of those echoes the heart calls home. 
 

The heart of a woman falls back with the night 
And enters some alien cage in its plight, 

And tries to forget it has dreamed of the stars 
While it breaks, breaks, breaks on the sheltering bars. 

 
 

Monologue for the Working Class (1941)                  Price 
 

(unpublished) 

Text by Langston Hughes 
 

There’s a new wind a-blowin’ 
Down on Tobacco Road. 

There’s a new Hope a-growin’ 
For them folks by name o’ Joad. 

 

There’s a new truth we’’ll be knowin’ 
That will lift our heavy load. 

When we find out what the working class can do. 
  

There’s a new day a-comin’ 
For the poor and unemployed, 

New tunes we’ll be hummin’ 
From our hearts so overjoyed. 

  

As we march we’ll be a drummin’ 
How our trouble’s been destroyed 

When we find out What the working class can do. 

All day long I’ve labored 
All my whole life through 

Ask the boss man for a favor 
He says he “no can do.” 

 

But when I unite with my neighbor 
We’ll make this old world new 

‘Cause we know what the working class can do. 
 

So let’s get together folks 
That labor with our hands. 

And let’s get together, folks, 
With brains that understand. 

 

And let’s get together, folks, 
    All across this land,  

And show ’em what the working class can do. 

  

 
 



When the Dove Enters In           Margaret Bonds 
(1913-1972) 

 
(unpublished) 

Text by Langston Hughes 
 

Have you ever seen a mother seek her erring son 
And find him deep in sin, doing what he should not’ve done? 

Then she falls down on her knees and prays he’ll be made whole, 
And the dove enters into his soul. 

 
[REFRAIN:] Oh, when the dove enters in and the light is revealed, 

Your sins are forgiven and your sorrows are healed, 
On the pathway to glory new wonders begin 

With prayer as the healer 
when the dove enters in. 

 
Have you ever seen a father seek his wandering girl 

And find her deep in sin, a prisoner of this world? 
Then he falls down on his knees and prays she’ll be made whole, 

And the dove enters into her soul. 
 

[REFRAIN:] Oh, when the dove enters in and the light is revealed, . . . 
 

Do you have a sinful brother lost outside the fold, 
Wasting all his talents in a world so bleak and cold? 

Then just fall down on your knees and pray he’ll be made whole; 
Ask the dove to come into his soul. 

 
[REFRAIN:] Oh, when the dove enters in and the light is revealed . . . 

 
 
Joshua Fit de Battle of Jericho                    Price 
 

purchase score: https://classicalondemand.com/price-joshua-fit-de-battle-of-jericho.html 
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